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true, except ſuch aſſages as are g 
profeſſedly conje Qur e 57/7 : 
I or the Public this £2 a 
ſpecimen of the ruins of the vi- 
trified forts, and dry ſtone conick i ; 
ſtructures. If this « . ſhould : - 
come to a ſecond edition, 1 will 5 
be able to add a great many more 1 
of both inds, and other ancient | - 
ruins ſimilar to them, which 1 
have ben and heard of, in many _ 
. 
As your 
well known in the 
a few lines from 
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dee it every ma 8 duty to 
1 do juſtice to me it, \ wo 
he have 2 nile: or not in the li- 
terary world. And as far as my 


an, that your veracity may 
be depended on. * willingly add 
my opinion, That your diſcovery 
of buildings being cemented, 
means of 'fire, is- a curious fs 


that ought to make a figurs in in 
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known in Scotland ; and it is a 
notable inſtance of the extraordi- 
ifts people were reduced 


to in the infancy of arts. This 


; diſcovery of your's, will ſerve to 
Z et an error that ſeveral in ge- 
1 Scbchas ende, ay W ey, | bz 1 : 
the burnt remains ſtill to be traced. 
| ſuſpect, that theſe remains are 
T no other than the debris of the 
vitrified forts you mention 
5 J ——”V. 
Your faithful and | 
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Our late lältesisss h re. given - us.. 
pretty full account of the genius and 
manners of the preſent Highlanders; and 
ſince the roads of communication were 

3 made, ſome men of knowledge and obſer- 60 5 
vation have galloped through ſome parts F 
of the Highlands, who have given us a a 
few curſory hints of what they ſaw or 
heard, in their tranſient circuit. But the 2 
greateſt part of the Highlands, is ſtill in 1. 
ſome degree inacceſſible to ſtrangers, for 
want of roads and public houſes, 1 

You know, Sir, that I have i! | 
molt parts of the Highlands, and that my 
buſineſs led me to the moſt inacceſſible 
places, where I have ſeen many monu- 
ments of the power and ſkill of the an- 
cient inhabitants of that country, ſo re- 

markable, indeed ſo. extraordinary, that 
1 have not ſo much as heard of the like 
being ſeen in wh other part of the 
world; and as I am pretty confident 
you have had no 0 information on 
the ſubject, chan the few hints I have 
given you ſome years ago, I imagine 
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= eee Rl may point's our Gan 
thing worth ſeeing, if 1 n _ Se” 
through that count | 

I will: begin with * ancient "vitrified : 5 
forts, or fortified; hills. Theſe ancient 1 
ruins are ſo very angular, chat that d be 
lieve ſuch a thing » was not ſo much as E 
thought of, -or-imagined, in theſe ages of 4 
the world, till I gave you a bai account | 
of them, a few years ago. 

When I ſaw the firſt of theſe W 
bort, I was greatly enn, d the 
heard of ſuch a thing. I immediately 5 
made enquiry concerning them, but-could — ' + 
get no information. I converſed, and by” 
correſponded with ſome of the moſt intel ao 
ligent gentlemen in Scotland, and found 
they had never heard of fuch a ching; | N 
of courſe, I began to look upon theſe ſin- 15 
gular ruins as a diſcovery of my own, 85 
and reſolved to make ſcarch for more ß 
them, in which L was abundantly fucceſs= — 
ful; as, in a few years, I diſcovered ſeve- 
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ral of them i in the High * . as an nd. 
of Scotland. $3947 200 © 2 415 
In giving you Gin Mai vof a 


extraordinary remains of antiquity, Ewill Y | 1 
touch at ſome things common to them 
all, and will point out others an 


oy: to ſome = chem. *. 5 "I 746437 
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Each of the vitrified forts Ih aten yet 


ſeen, are ſituate on the top of a ſmall 
hill; ſmall in compariſon of the large 


Highland mountains. Theſe hills every 


where overlook, and command” the view © 
of a beautiful valley, or , en 4 


level country. 


They have always a Jevel area on e | 


ſummit; of leſs or greater extent; and 
this level area has been | ſurrounded by a 


wall, which, as far as I can judge by: the 
| runs, has been very high, 97 NEO 


ſtrong : But what is moſt: exraprdinary, | 
theſe. walls have been vitrified, or run 


and compacted together by the ce of 
fire; and that ſo effectually, that the | 


moſt of the ſtones have been melted 
down ; and any part of the ſtones not 


die 
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a 0 glaſs, bas been entirely en- e 


— by the vitrified matter; and in 


ſome places the vitrification has been ſo 
complete, 'that the ruins appear now like | 
vaſt maſſes, or eee wy n n „ 
th - a 

Though chi fortified Kills doi a For 
area on the; ſummit; yet they are always 
difficult': of acceſs, except in one place, hh 
which has every where bees nme LE ag 
Sn works. ſh: 

I have ſeen ſome of theſe kills of a anos | 
oval figure; which were acceſſible at both 
ends; and when that is the figure, ſuch 

have been ſtrongly fortified at each end, 

as now appears by the ruins. 5 

For your farther ſatisfaction, and: for | 
your inſtruction, if you ſhould travel 
through that country, I will point outta 
few places, where I have ſeen theſe extra- 

nne uns. 


| Taz Gr L will wh notice of. 15 ON he 
hill of Knockfarril, the ſouth ſide the 

valley of Strathpeffar, two miles weſt of 

Daun in Roſsſhire. | 
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This hill is about feet 
of perpendicular Height a the valleys 
has a perfect con : of che view of . 
whole valley, and of che cou | 
miles eaſtward. 
This hill 1s of a hw Gomes, wh 


ſteep on both ſides; but che ridge fall 


on both ends with an eaſy ſlope. 


The level area on the top of 1 kill; 
is a pretty large oval, and the works on 


it have been of great extent; and apptar, 


by the ruins, to have been of great 
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EN wage last, I obſerved, that | 
area on the ſummits of the fortified ; 
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high, and, apparently, very ſtrong works . 
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At the deſire of the honourable board — © 
of 7 eſtates, I made a ſection quite 


through the ruins. of the vitrified fort, ; 
here, beginning without all the | ruins, 
and cutting to the rock all the way, not 
only through the ruins, but alſo through 
ES. 1 > 4 | 


2: 


WA ; n AS ; "ND > Tg. 9.6 2 
8 | L = r E N 


ex # 


the incloſed area, in order to obſerve ve 


ry thing that appeared, both in going 


through the ruins; and under the 


ſurface of the area, within le ruins = | 


the walls. | 

I forgot to obſerve before, clin ne: 
has been one or two wells en of * 
old forts. 1 7 { SH Ss A. 
I began the cut at Kind 

exadily 3 in the middle, nine eee 
the eaſt end, to be quite clear of two hol - 


* 


low places, which, upon examination, 1 
found to have been wells. 
I began to dig here, quite on the out- 


ſide of all the ruins, At firſt we met 


with nothing in digging, but rich black 
mold (made by ſheep and goat lying and 


dunging for ages) mixed with large e 
and fragments of the vitrified ruins. 


is continued the ſame for * : 
yards, only that the ſtones and frag- 


ments increaſed more and more as we ad- 


vanced; and when we came near the 


ruins of the wall, we met with little 
ſides ſtones, and fragments of the vitrified 
matter, 
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The height, of the ruins wall Dine ; 
— is now nd leſs. rer twelve qt ber 


8 . eee the PR rg area, Has: Nr 
outward. Theſe walls were certainly very 
ſtrong at firſt; but what is there, that its 

own weight, or ſome other circumſtance, 
does not bring to- ruin? arte, OL Ken 

They were indeed wales on a en and 
ſolid rock, but that rock had a little de- 
clivity outward, quite round ; ſo that 
time, and their own weight, on ſac 
leaning foundation, would certainly * 
them down, outwar ea 4) 
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the building of it, and that it was not 7, | 
in the wall; for I could never ſee in th 
much as one ſtone, nor a piece of a fine, 


that was not affected * n | 
or more of it vitriſied. 


ed buildings, —— 
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are ſo. much one maſs with the- i 
matter, chat it is evident the whole wa 
was melted down, and run together - 


any matter they poured among the ſtones ih: 


wall „which I examined very minutely, ſo 


e hoy ai L 27064 | 


Immediately on the 1 this ſur- 
rounding wall, there are ruins of vitrifi- 


done, and ſo are fallen into more 


decay than the outer walls. 1 imagine 


theſe inner works have been a range- of . 
habitations, reared + af „ or ur . che 
ſhade of the outer wy N oe Re CL 

- Theſe inner buildings - appear” to kane: 
gone quite round; but they have: wn 
much higher mw larger on the norch. 
fide, facing the ſan; than on the ſouth ſouth 
fide, facing the north. 3:20 AQ: 8 | 

I faw nothing in the midatsiofthe area, _ 
bur rich black mold, mixt wil ſtones, 
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of what oY it has been, 36" han, F 


be certain I was without mai . 
of all former building g8. 1h 18 
wich nothing bu fich BlacY mold, 


of ruins, which is no leſs than twenty 
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heap 0 
'T hater low engl here, that 


with large ſtones, and fragments of the 
vitrified walls, as in the ſection of che 
incloſed area; and when we advanced | 
into the ruins, I found nothing but a 
confuſed heap of calcined ſtones, duſt re- 


ſembling aſhes, with larger aud fnaller 


fragments of the vitrified matter. 0 
only went half way eng 0 cis b 


three feet perpendicular, from the top of 
the heap of ruins, down to the foune tion; 


from which it plainly appears, * 1 hits | 


fallen down into 
. ' .. ; 
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inche os eyed hr — en, 


I have obſerve e 
ſtone ruins going round ſoi 
tfide of all the Vitrißed — 
ſeen, and always at ſome rele: 
from the vitrified ruins; and to the beſt. | 
of my memory, they are om the fourth 

Kde of the ruins of the fort, where tlie fi 
tuation will admix of it: They are avis 
ſſure to be on thè flarteſt ſide of the hill) 
for the eaſe of the "cattle ſtanding or ly. 
ing, and on e eee, 
for their comfort.. And I have frecguents- 
ly obſerved, that where "there was not 
room enough on the level area above, "to 
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fortified hill, is Knockfarril-naphian, 
which I am told by gentlemen ſkilled in | 


the Gallic language, is Fingal's place an 


Kaneckiarnl, this being the bas of the 
hill. 5 40 do 
The tradition of the common e 


H E full name of this remarhable 


concerning this place, is, that it was the 


habitation of giants; when giants were in 


the land ! That the chief of theſe giants, 
was Ree Phian M*Coul, which, I am told, | 


means King Fingal the ſon of Coul. 

J think it no wonder at all, they foe | 
poſe ſuch extraordinary buildings as theſe 
the work of giants. We often meet with 
traditions that appear much more abſurd. 


And the tradition of the wonderful feats . 
Fingal and his heroes were ſaid to perform, 
might, in after ages, very well make them. 


. 


YE 


* 


little rocky country now called Morven, 
a ſmall diſtrict in the county of Argyll, 


LEES 


. , pity for 7 N ** b. f 
P ? bs 4, * 1 ? ; 4 fe 43 


2 poetical fiction. 
It is highly babe We 


one of :Fingal's habitations or places of 
ſtrerigth, as this country, and the neigh- 
bouring ebuntries of Sutherland, Caith- 


neſs, and the coaſt of Moray, were ſub- | 
ject to be invaded by the Northern powers. 


The coaſts of the Moray and Pentland 
friths, were the places they con 
infeſted ; and I make no doubt but theſe 
countries were the ſcenes of _ Fingal 


£ 
wars with thoſe powers, ſo often celebrat- 


and to make Fingal king only of that 


in my opinion, betrays a criminal degree 
of ignorance of the Highlands in any 
one chat writes of theſe matters, and does 


but little honour to ſo renowned a heros 
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, and other ancient Highland 
bards. To place the ſcene of thoſe wars, 
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I have on Oſſian, iE am n 
n from circumſtances, I can fir ome 
of the ſcenes of thoſe. poems in Moray 
and Caithneſs, Cc. I have, indeed, be CE | 
tempted to imagine, that this remarkable 
place, Knockfarril, is the ruins of Selma, 
the palace or habitation of e 0 
often celebrated by Oſſia a. 4 
Many circumſtances give qa joint 
ſuffrage, to make this FOI: en 45 
at leaſt probable.” S442 rm; 1 
This is a beautiful, pa Aa + centric ; 
fituation. | * 
The buildings on chis fortified hilly | . 
have been of great extent, and appear, bß 
the ruins, to have been of great ſtrength, 5 
and better executed than any of the kind 
I have ſeen. There are clear veſtiges 74 
of a FROMPANER road, leading from this 
place through the hills, NOTE * We 5 Z | 
welt fe. „ ee y 
Several ham in this: eee 1 5 
bear the names of ſome of Fingal's heroes, 
which places might have belonged to th 
particular men they are named after ; 5 
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and there are near this, a 
valley, which to this 8 
of Cona, che place of 8 8 e — FA, | 
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: dient road leading to K 
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— what it could be; 
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1 
WO 7 
3 FL . 
5 | 


F and wide, and | 

5 out, is ſtill very High: 2 1 

che ſide of che hill near | i 

5 The people of the country call this _ 
5 giants hunting road; but it appears to 

me, it was a road of communication be- 
tween this and ſome- ble „ 

5 place of ſtrength, or between this and BEE, > | 
1 north-weſt ſ ds Which it leads. 
i This road does not take the neareſt cut 
5 over hill and dale, but ſeems to ſearch , 

& every where for the hardeſt ground. In 
85 ſome places I have ſeen it go a c | rs: 

F able way about, to ſhun a peat-moſs, and | 

x other loft groun ee 

74 I followed the track of this . 800 5 


or four miles, till it went in 
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not go Aueh farther, without proper co! 
veniencies for lying out all night. = 

It appears evidently to have been a road 
fab men and horſes, but not for c carriages, _ 
as it is in ſome places very narrow. 

They have, indeed, cut wide 50 
where the ſoil was ſoft; yet I cr f 
chat in going up the fide of 2 hill, where 
the ground was hard and firm, the road 
was not above five feet wide, juſt fit for 
men and horſes to paſs in a line. "TE 

I have not diſcovered ſuch a road as 
this, leading to ”y oth of the fortified | 
Bills 1 have ſeen, 

Whether the place of Wedge on Eee 
fatril was the famous ancient Selma, or 
not, I will not pretend to aſſert; but £3 
cannot help being perſuaded, that che 
famous bard Oſſian an his refdence a 
this neighbourhood. I rare 

He celebrates the els; is: Chetan” 
and the hills of Cona, as the ſeenes a 
He exerciſed his muſe. | % W516 - 28S 

The river Cona, now called Cots; is 
about three ſhort miles from Knockfatril; 
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one of the fineſt rivers in the. 


It waters a beautiful valley of great 
1 before it emerges from among 
_ the hills and then it winds its way thro 
a beautiful, eatenſive level country, in 
— it forms 1 into many 1 long 


= * it enters che tide near 
Dingwall. The valley watered by this 
river, is {till called Strath-conan, which 
is but a liade variation, info long a time, 

dic af = hills on both fi: this 
bega, ent an the low country, 
| extenſive proſpect to the Eaſt, When the 


in the morning, and behold the glory of 
che riſing ſun, enlightening the whole 
Traſpea before NG and-darting his all- 
place of his retreat, 
no 5 . irony of his Cona with 
durniſhed ſibrer; no wonder if his muſe 
was fired to celebrate he marning glories 
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aged bard would aſcend one of theſe hills 
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of the great W when ſhining! ove R 


2 ven.“ e r Ne 
There are many romantic ſcenes, of | 
ee rocks, and falls of n, aer, 1 g | 
the foot of the glen or valley. 1 hn 
Theſe, with the hills, the Ady ex- 
tended country, and various views of the 
river which the hills command, would 
be a t e retirement for the e 
bard. TCF | 
In ſhort, + Wig are 10 many concurring 
circumſtances, to make it appear probable 
that this country was the chief reſidence . 
of the famous warrior Fingal, that I 
would ſpin out this letter too long, were 
J to advance as many of them as have 
come under my obſervation. But the 5 | 
goodneſs and ſituation of the countries on 
both ſides the Moray frith, and the nu- 
merous remains of places of ſtrength, and 
other monuments of remote antiquity, are 
to me as good as a thouſand proofs, that 
there have been very remarkable people Fes 


inhabiting theſe countries in thoſe early 
periods, 
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dominions' and they all 
thar he” was _ of all the countries north 


and that all the Nort + 


old time, went ME the general 
of Morven, from che N ze and 


of che haet! „ Mnf Wee ge 
We find Oſſian W Fingal's heroes 
as far ſouth as the river Ca n, to 'oppale 
hy Romans. I have not Oſſian s works by 
but 1 do not Nader that the bard 
0 us any hint, of their having a very 
long march, or of / their aſſiſting any 
neighbouring power, but defending their 
own country; which I think ſtrenj . 


the . ee that their country was 
near the banks of the Forth, n 
There is being circumſtance I am juſt 
going to advance, which makes it till 
More probable. The largeſt vitrified fort 
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Lever ſaw, 3 is on the ſouth lde the Grams 2 
. Plans, in the ſhire of Angus; and chere 
is another which I have ſee et evelve 


j 


miles weſt from Stirling. 1 1 blyc Re 


I do not ſuppoſe it can — re "= 
any certainty, what people uſed. this ex- 
traordinary made of fortification ;- but mY 
it is allowed to be Fingalian, I think it 
will appear pretty evident, chat Fingal's 
dominions reached from ch land 


frith, to the frith of Forth. Fi tres Sat v6 
I would not inſiſt ſo much on theſe - s 
points, which rather belong to an able 
hiſtorian, than to me, who ſhould only 
give you an account of what; I fee in 
viewing theſe remarkable ruins,” but that 
J want to give you all the hints I. can, 
which 1 hope you vi correct, and give 
me your opinion; as I. know you to be 
2 much better Judge of theſe n. TY 
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down from the ruins above, wi 
' neyer been hurt: by fire; and there is a 
great quantity of the ruins of the v vitrified - 
walls tumbled down, ark part of "hich is 
grown over with graſs and heath. 
part now above grounce. 
The hill is as ſteep, and much gh. 
on the north ſide , yet there 2 are not many 

ones nor fragments above ground, at the 
bottom on this ide; the reaſon of wh 


2% : * 
8 


clay is: is at che bottoi 
north ſide of the hill, which is ſtill fiding- 
down, and would ſoon cover the frag- 
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The nk oth all the fortifitd' hills The 2 Ny 5 
yet ſeen, is more or leſs of that coagulated _ , 
kind, commonly called the plumpudding | 
rock. The rock on the head- of Knock- 
farril, and half way down, is ſo — 1 
a ſpecies of it, that it appears like vaſt 
ſtrata of water - rounded ſtones and gravel, 
like the ſea beach, cemented. together with 
lime, and ſome iron. 

This ſort of ſtone is ably x run 1 
with a ſtrong fire; and I have obſerved 
in other places, where the rock was leſs x 
of this kind, and had not much lime in 
the compoſition of the ſtone, that the vi- 
trification ſeemed not to be ſo well done, 7 
as the ruins in ſuch places appear like cal- 29 

 cined ſtones and aſhes, with here and there 
a fragment ſticking together, to make me 8 
ſure it is the ruins of a vitrified building. . 

Iwill now, Sir, give you a very ſtrong 
Proof of the great antiquity of theſe vitri⸗ 5 
fied walls. When I made the ſection at 
Knockfarril, in ſome places I cut through | 
heath that grew. out of half a foot deep | ; 


of peat-moſs, under which I found che | 
vitrified | 
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vittified ruins as ; ong as any . 


A great deal of the ruins at 


is grown over with heath and graſs ; 40 nd 
the moſs was certainly made in the courſe 
of a very long time, by the branches of 


"ah heath falling off yearly, and rotting. 
At the eaſt end of this old place of 


ſtrength on Knockfarril, there are vitri- - 


fied ruins, that ſtretch a conſiderable way 
in a line, along the ridge of the hill, ich 
out the ſurrounding wall. 


The end next the fort of this ee. i 


ſeems to have joined the ſurrounding wall, 
as the ruins of both are now cloſe together 
The ridge of the hill at this: eaſt end, is 


very narrow, and yet very acceſſible; and 


the outwork on this ridge is ſo nar- 
row, that it muſt either have been two 


parallel walls cloſed above, with a paſſage 


between them under cover; or elſe a high 


wall, broad enough to walk on, and an- 
noy their enemies, with ſome way to aſ- 
cend at the far end. 2 


' I rather incline to chink i it has bern the 
laſt, and that there was a break or cut 
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about 
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are viſible remains: of a ditch on the nor 


way, on the outſide of this wall. 


: 
: 
# : 
g } 
F 
1 7 
þ 
1 1 
1 * 
* 
11 Ft 
. thy 
KF. ? 
: 4 5 
: 
5 
2 t : 
14 
N. 
13 j' 
. i 
[5 11 
j 
v "! 
+ * { 1 
* ti 
" 
+3! 
* 1 Ry 
1 . 
f 
y 16 
! $30! 
WATT 
in 
Te 10000 
: : A i 
; it 14 
15 
: 1 
Wage! 
1 N 1 
| if 
13401 
15 
244th 
z i 
; ith 
47: 
* ' 
HER, 
$3! 
ny x 
} 
+ 44111318 
1 1 7 
39 
4 1 > 
th 14 
1 9 
1 „ 
* ſi 37. 
Ant ' 
. 
Danse. 
M 
Inne 
18577775 
l 
I 
11 $5497 
' ; 
1 ! 
; . 
F i 
| i i 
1 » 
att 
14a 
7 
119 | 
il ! 
LT | 
4 
il 
1 + 
* 3144 
N 
110 
a1 
5 
11. 
i 
jt 


diene middle of d all, bxer 
_ they: had a bridge, to be drawn or reme . 
el upon occaſion. There are no in theſe 
ruins, ſome indications of there bang 
been ſuch a bridge in this wall. 


ſide, where I ſuppoſe the bridge to have 
been, to prevent any acceſs to the fort that 5 


Many of the vitriſied ents of 96 # 
outwork-are very large, and the vitrifica- 


tion very entire, or in a good ſtate of x 2 


ſervation; ſo that, in all probability, two 8 
or three thouſand years would make vay | 
little alteration on them 
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N my la itte 7 account-. * 
Fate, in which I was — > 


particular, once for all, as * had made 5 
the ſections, and examined, that re- — 


. markable Tuin with x more care. and time - | 
than any other; : andi as 1 have given a — 
pretty full account of chat, I can paſs t che : Gy 


quicker by others, to fave repetition... 2 
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The next vitrified fort I will point o out 
to you, is on the hill of Craig-Phadrick, 
immediately above the houſe of Muirtoun, 
two miles weſt of Inverneſs. Vo 

This ancient ruin has as noble : 2  Grwa- 4 
tion as can be imagined. It is on the 
ſummit of a hill much about the hei ght 
of Knockfarril, right above the head of 
the Moray frith ; the view of which it 
commands on both ſides, all, the way 
down, till the fight is loſt in the ocean. 
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up to Beuley; and looking ſo Tt 


a full View | of the land it Loibl, 5 


volent i imagination. 


| Inverneſs, and all the way as ' far; and LR 


Highland hills. 


Turn the eye ſt and north, and it com- 
mands that branch of the ſea which goes | 


ſee that beautiful piece of water, L. 
neſs, So much for the watery" 


would: be r raviſhing, to a hvely, = deus 7 12 Y | 


Weſtward, you ſee the c ts of ai | Nv 
Ard, and Beuley. North, you ſee a confi- 9 
derable part of Roſs- hire. Eaſtward, im- 
mediately at the foot of the hill, you! Kid: © 
a full view of the town and lands round 1 


farther than Forres; ; and ſouthward, you 
fee the e between Lochneſs "UE | 
the town, _ | 
Beſides the charming views of che 5 8 
tivated countries round this admirable 
ſituation, you ſee from it a great deal of FT 
the Highlands, ſouth, weſt, and north; pets 
and many extenſive openings GS the 2 


7 . 
55 e Fs i 2 
8 3 3 
ee 1 3 

wo 1 
_ 


evi id | appear by heron en 


beerr very ſtrong. e BS 
There is one "EE 3 


to this ruin, which I have not yet ſeen on 


here diſtinct ruins of cπτ¹- “ vitriſied walls 
quite round che incloſed area, and three 
at the entrance on the eaſt end: Bur it 
is common in other places of chi kind, 
to have additional works at the entry. 

The inner wall here appears to have 
been very high and ſtrong; but, on the 
contrary, the outer wall ſeems to me, ne- 


ver to have been of any great height. It 


is founded on the bare, ſolid rock, about 


fix or eight paces from the inner wall; 


goes quite round, but what remains ef it 
is ſo low, that I cannot think it was e de- 
ſigned for defence, unleſs it was to fecure 


their caxtle, which I imagine it was in- 
tended for, as I do not remember to have 


ſeen any dry ſtone ruins here. Perhaps 


good ſtones, for building a dry ſtone ram- 


en defend their cattle, were not eaſy | 
E. got 
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got here, and chat they rather © choſe to ; 
make a low vitrified wall. ee 
I ſaw a good deal of this 2 w rl, 
ſeeming to me entire, ſticking 
firm, bare rock, where it rich ſt run, 
not above four or five feet high, but it 5 
muſt have been ſome higher. 
I cannot help looking upon win re· x; | 
mains entire of this low, vitrified wall, ag 
the greateſt curiolity of any ruins in 
Europe. 10 VC 
This is a ſpecimen i in litle 0 1 vitri- 
fied walls, not fallen to total ruin,, which 
may help to give an idea of what ſort of 
ſtructures they were, that have produced 5 
ſuch vaſt, though undiſtinguiſhable ruins. 
I am happy to have ſeen this entire pors 
tion of the remains of the vitrified build- 
ings, as it will enable you the better to 
conceive my meaning, in what I have 
wrote, and what I purpoſe to advance in 
ſome future letters, en bel vi- 
trified ruins. = 3 aptri. rel 
The area within walls 8 10 mean 
within the inner wall, is about eighty 7 


Pacen 6 


paces long, and twenty-ſeven broad; and . 2} 
both the inner and outer walls ap 


the ruins, to have been exceeding well | 
| | The edi of this hill is of the plum- e 
pudding kind; and there ſeems to be a 
good deal of lime, in the cementing qua- 1 
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A BOUT e 3 85 a 
Inverneſs, there are other- two of | 


theſe fortified hills, called, Caſtle-Finlay, | 
two miles north-eaſt, and Dun-Evan, two' ' 


miles ſouth-weſt of the caſtle of Calder, | 


in the ſhire of Nairn. | ; 
The fortifications on NE NG, hank : 


been of conſiderable ſize and ſtrength, as. F 
the area within walls, on the top of the 
hill, is about ſeventy paces long, and 9 


| thirty broad. X 


Dun-Evan is ſituate near the ſkirts of 
the Highland hills, about fix miles ſouth _ 
fide the Moray frith, and commands an 
extenſive proſpect both of ſea and land. 

Some part of the ſtone here, is of the 


plumpudding kind; but the greateſt part 


of the rocks are granite, and ſome 'of 
them a grey whin, mixt with talk, © = 
| en ' The: 


LETTER I, 


The vitrified ruins are more waſted 
here, than at the two- places I mentioned 


before. 
well done, owing to the unfitneſs of the 


ſtone, The only entry to this place was 


ar the eaſt end, which has been ſtrongly | 
ze 2 not with- Vitriſieck buildings, | 


but with ſome 1 fort-of dry ſtone work. 1 
could make nething of che ruins at the 
entry to this place, as all 1 can ſee is a 
prodigious heap of large ſtones on, the: aſ- 


cent of the hill, about àa hundred Paces 


in length, and of great height. 
The ſouth fide of this hill f is reg 


dy ſteep; and the north fide is ficep, 


though more acceffible than the ſouth. 


There has been a large ditch on the 


north ſide of this Bill, about half way 


down the ſlope, and ſome ſort of dry 


ſtone building the outſide the ditch, 


to ſecure their cattle in time of danger. 
There are water ſprings in the ſide of this 
hill, and evident remains of a well within 
the 1 wall on the fummit. be” 


Ce x | 
» „ , 


1 imagine they never were ſo 


which I ſuppoſe was the place they had 


Caſtle- 5 
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| Caſtle-Finlay-i 18 che loweſt f. n tat 85 
I have ſeen; nor have the buildings on it 
been of any great extent, as the area _ 


the ſummit, within the vitrified wall, is 
only about forty paces long, and ſeven⸗ 5 


teen broad: But though it is low, it com- 

mands a fine proſpect of the Moray frith, | 
and of the country between and the ſea; 
only not ſo extenſive a proſpect as Dun- 
Evan, which is fituated much higher. 50 

There remains vgſtigia of a ditch, and 
of dry ſtone ruins, all round this little | 
hill, near the bottom of the ſlope. 

I have ſeen a ſmall vitrified ruin, FS 
miles from Fort-Auguſtus, which I think 
is called Tor-dun Caſtle; and a much 
more conſiderable one, on the weſt fide 
of Gleneves, in Lochaber, about three 
miles ſouth ſide the garriſon of Fort Wil- 
ham. This in Gleneves ſeems to have i 
been a very ſtrong one, and the vitrifica- 
tion to have been very well executed, as 
there is a good deal of the vitrified walls 5 
ſtill remaining, very ſtrong, and in a 
good ſtate * preſervation. 
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Y = 1 to my forti· 
fiedd hills, a long time, in the High- 
lands, and North. I will beg leave, in this 
letter, to lead you, at once, as far ſouth 
as the caſtle chill of Finaven. The 
ruins at Finaven, are abou a ſhort lle 
welt ſide the kirk of Abexletwigy about | 
Half a mile north fide: the public rwad, 
half way between Decken o 
in the ſhire of Angus Qꝑ 
Ihe caſtle-hill of Fi inaven Rn: an 
extenſive proſpect to the North, of a rich 
corn country, which 1 18. only terminated 
by the Highland hills, at a confiderable 
diſtance.' It alſo commands the view'of 
moſt of the ſhire of Mearns to the north= 
eaſt, almoſt as far as Stonehaven, and a 
| conſiderable. way weſt; but if T remem- 
ber well, there 1s little or no ſouth pro- 


1 | ipect 
: * 
| | 4 
p . by . 
8 : ' 
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ſpect "TIO this hill, it being one of die 
northmoſt of a cluſter Ne nerd * IN 
itſelf. 

The area within walls Perez d. 
longeſt I have yet ſeen, being about a 
hundred and fifty paces long, and thirty- 
fix broad. Before E fa nnen Ts 
very curious to know if there 
of theſe extraordinary ruinhs ſouth fide deb 
Grampians. This one fatisfied me in 
that point. I make ho doubt of many 
more being found, if I had time to 
ſearch for thetn'; as I found many, chow: . 
ſearching for them, in the North und 
Highlands. Now I am anxious to know), 
if there be any of them on the ſouth ſide 
che Forth, and dread ow" _ the 

* A - Sir, that works be b ks 
as ſpeak and write to ſome of your in- 
genious acquaintance, ſouth - . ; n 
Forth, to put them on the hunt. 

I will give you a hint or ti Woch 
firuct them what ſart of — 0 W 
and examine. „ e iow ud 

W Many 
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2b of che fortified hillvvare about | 
the height of Arthur's ſeat, near Edin- 
burgh ; ſome of them. a little higher, and 
ſome lower. The vitrified ruins often ap- 
Pear at a diſtance, crowning the head of 
the hill, like ſome ſort of an incloſure 
which they cannot underſtand” the mean- 
ing of. The fortified hills are general- 
ly very ſteep on one or more of the ſides. 
If a great heap of large ſtones are ſeen, 
near the head of ſuch a hill, or going 
round any part of the ſides of it, they 
ſhould examine the ſummit. When they 
are going among the hills, and happen 
to ſee the appearance of any old incloſure 
on the top of a hill, they ſhould examine 
it, whether much ruins appear or not; 
for in ſome places the vitrified ruins are q 
nearly all grown over with heath and 
graſs, and often appear, at firſt ſight, like 
the ruins of ſome earth or ſod buildings, 
which; perhaps, is one reaſon- why theſe 
extraordinary ruins were -not diſcovered 
ſooner, in this age, which abounds in 
men of obſervation and enquiry. No 
F-. doubt 
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doubt Jour: their. vitizaci; hoes den. 
on, is the greateſt reaſon 
ſo long unobſerved. 1055 Srl; 40 4 

If this fingular metho Lot. orti 
ſhall; in time be found to ſp <ad. over | 
of the Hand; ve eng ſuppoſe che | 
3 . in 1 che ne of, ene fell in- 
to diſuſe; perhaps when cementing vin 
lime was diſcovered or made known to 
them. If theſe ruins are: only fad 
north ade the Forth, then it muſt _—_ 
have been practiſed ' by. ſome people in- 
habiting the North, Who perhaps were 
i brought. down by ſome reverſe of e 
tune, that the art of 8 Wied 
walls fell with themſel ves. 

However this might be, 1 am e 
ed it was practiſed in the early ages f 
antiquity, before they knew che uſe 
lime for a cement in Britain. 

The fortifications on the caſtle-hill * 
Finaven, appear, by the ruins, to n 
been built very high, and very n 


LE 1 Tr E . 43 


wy obſeried: before, hae chan were * 


: greater extent within al N ſur- 
| 1 * . nend ably: I hare 


the | atea. on the fummit at Finaven, has 
been very high, is evident, as the ruins 
are. eee e Wine . fallen alt! * 


confuſion. Ad it) 
The rock of chis Kill, ndcatiakets lis | 


tle hills: near en 1s. of. _ r 

Ahe * * LPPCATAIL 
Fon is at the caſt end, which has been 
ſtrongly defended by additional works! 


As there appears to have been a little ſpace 


between theſe outworks and the wall of 
the garriſon, I-ſuppoſe they have had a 


elſe they have entered from below, and 


have ſtood on theſe high places, to an- 
noy their enemies when beſieged. But 
it is now very difficult to determine, what 


F 2 Was 


nce e 


by 


was the oval; PE of - every ings 1 fre. : 1 
about theſe places, the ruins bang ſo re- 
ry old and undiſtinguiſhable. f 
The furrounding vitrified W here, 
incloſing the area of the garriſon, did not 
occupy the whole of the level ground on 
the ſummit of the hill, it being double Ns 
the extent of what they incloſed. There 
appears ruins of a ditch, ang very wen 
dry ſtone buildings at the weſt end, 
there ſeems to have been more than one 5 
well within the fort; one, at the weſt _ 
end, has been very deep and large, out 
of which, perhaps, they took part of the 
materials for the vitrified walls. I make 
no doubt but the dry ſtone buildings 
here, as in other places, was their co,wwW- 
fort. At a time when cattle were the 
whole riches of the country, it was ne- 


ceſſary to have their n ne 
ſecured * the . . 


— - — 1 ans, * ng 4 — — — ” 4 —— —-—⅜ — : _— — > 7 py 
. r ＋ =. : % 2 * * JP 1 - . — — 
. —— — os — . — 2 — £ > — 
= er —— DS DIS —— ͤ — EI gs 
* — —_ — . — ä — 8 


7 4 
| { a! 
+ 
Lt} 
0 3 
1 
* qd U 
Ga N 
pot "Wha! 
e 
11 
bei. 
FI 
6 Wait 
0 
* 


mW 
A | 
10 
A f 
£ v5 + 
N 1 
1 1 
il 
10 A146 
. 
i 
n 
E010 BY," 
1 1 1 ' 
9. Net 15 
111 
Þ 
{07 177] 
| 
U 


3 


Vii 


* 

dk 

; — r 

; wy TN 
5 


; 7 
8 „ F | 1 2 * 
| L E | 
" * N 4 F FT * : 
. 3: > — 4 


hon ene. * R n TIF 
N 2 3s Wy r nd ** 
he kg. r n 9 
FR! EN. 2 8 
1 
— 
? 
— 
- „ 1 7 
* — 
BE 
*. — - 
. > 
' x 1 
* 
* 
* 7 * <_ ” * 
e E. ; i ö „ 4 983 e : 9e 
k 4 1 . 6 * * : * 1 * 4 * — Us 
* 2 vp * J N , OS * 8 
; 2 » 1 ® 2 * * 9 * 
3 3 . . 4 NE 
F N : , . £3 
& 0 2 L A : 4 ” - LY 
* 5 * 2 * ” 
. "FEEL ' * 
1 2 x 4 - \ p y > Os ; 
— „7 ðN— Ku % q , 15 4 1 
1 
- * 
— — 


had 


IN 0 letters + The”: given you A 

particular. deſcription of the vitrified 
"Hor and have pointed out the ſituation 
of ſeveral of them, in the Highland 
and North. I will now beg leave to 8 
trouble you with a few hints upon the 
method 1 ſuppoſe they took, to erect 
ſuch extraordinary buildings; and con- 
feſs, I. think this the moſt difficult taſk. 
I have yet undertaken, in theſe letters. 
The ruins are ſo uncommon, that Þ - 
have few hints from any thing I ever 
ſaw, to help me out. 

Remarkable diſcoveries in any art or 
ſcence, have been made out from hints, 
and. ſometimes from very trifling ones : 
But no matter ; they ſerve as firſt] prin- 
 ciples for the mand to work. MPO... 
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2 do not believe there e ever was a 


6 Gann « how: -- 1 „ 
lieſt imagination muſt have fomethng j | | 
to work upon. „ 
It ſeems reaſonable to Huppoles! i 5 
ſome great fires the ancient inhabitants : 
of thefe countries have uſed, either in | 
running bog- ore for their iron utenſils, . | 
or in offering burnt facrifices, would give FI 
them the firſt hint, that a very ſtrong = 
fire would vitrify ſtones and earth, I 
ſuppoſe the firſt iron they had in the 
North and Highlands, * believe 1 may | 
fay in all parts of this iſland,” was made 4 
from the bog-ore, which is ſtill to be 
ſeen in great abundance, in ſome parts 5 
of the North and Highlands. 
This ore was run down, by making a 
large fire out of doors, in any place ex- 5 
poſed to the wind, and laying a ſtratum 
of the ore above the fire. 4% | 
This air-blaſt would give it the firſt 


fuſion ; hen __ took it to thesſmithy - 
forge, 


= MET dee e: 
be _he ſtones and} e immediacy preg 
Bs 4 it. ee ee e db . 5. 104 
rns evidaite: from he eiiie Ivgoveds 
3 ' of antiquity,” that it was af old the uni- 
g 1 verſal practice of almoſt all nations, co 
To offer burnt ſacrifices ; and it was cuſtom- 
N | ary, on ſolemn occaſions, to burn à bull 
or heifer, whole; which would: IO 
4 22 FF 
Either of theſe was dukten to gi 
- the ancients a hint, that en ſtrong fire 
2 would melt the ſtones. n 10 
When I have given dar a Hint) 1 
ſuppoſe that ſome genius among them 
4 (for there have been geniuſes in all ages 
and countries) improved che hint, nt 
brought it the ſur 


ing vitrified walls. When I thee brouphs 
DI the queſtion thus far, I till f find it diffi= 
| culr 
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cult to conceive. how they could ere 8 
ſuch vaſt buildings, run, and 
_ by the force of fire. 

I have tried the ſubject Grid ral y 
in my own mind, for ſome: years va 
and find difficulties 1 in moſt of the me» 
thods I have yet imagined. I will give 
you the only one that ann . as 
the moſt feaſible. 

I imagine they have raiſed 1 two WN 
el dykes of earth or ſods, in the direc- 
tion or courſe of their intended wall or 
building; and left a ſpace between them, 
juſt wide enough for the wall. I ſuppoſe 
theſe two parallel dykes, the groove, or 
mould in which they were to run their 
wall. This groove between the two dykes 
I ſuppoſe they packed full of fuel, on 
which they would lay a proper quantity 
of the materials to be vitrified. There 
is no doubt but- a hot fire would: melt 
down the ſtones, eſpecially if they were 
of the plumpudding kind, and not too 
large. And the frame of earth would 
keep the materials, when in fuſion, from 

| I running 
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1 


tunning eiddracrithesd -eadth iber 
1 — 3:07 nitd- tp; Ai vom 

This being the foundation, 1 fappoſe 
they have added ]. ſires, and more 
materials, and raiſed heir mould of eartk 
by degrees; till th wey brought hel whole 
to che intended Height, and them have 
removed ecard irons: both ſidds che 

vitrified wall. 2117 fg Du If 323 
am confident; i from the appearance | 


of the ruins; that the materials wore rum 


domm by che fire; in ſome ſuch method 
_ as(this,” In all the ſections of the. larger 
and ſmaller fragments-! of tlie: vitriſied 
ruins Lhave feen, I never faw the: leaſt 
appearance f A one being laid in any 
particular way. I-never ſaw a large ſtone 
eee eee of theſe runs; nor any 
ſtone, nor piece of a ſtone, that was not 
oct: by the fire, and ſome part of it 
a vitrified; and all he! D: It ; of {tone that ap- 
pear in theſe fragments, appear higgledy- 
piggledyy3-Juſt as we would ſuppoſe they 
would fall down in the fire, ee . 
materials were -in:aftate of e iy.” 
Gid od aol N 9) If 
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I have after ſcen ime tor 7 For kanal 
burnt in turf-kilns, which were — 
but two parallel dykes raiſe@abour 

ſeven feet high, and che Wy oh buiktiup as 

| they filled in the ſtone and fuel. elertz; err 

Theſe anſwer very well in mod n 

weathert but in . high: wind, Tha 

ſeen the/me-fione. vitrified to chat degree, 


that it would coſt the farmers. much la- : 


bour to dig aut the/vitrified:matrer,; and 
they - would have but very little lime fur 
their pains; yet che turfekiln would ſtand 
it ſo well, that they: would: an 
um once in the ſame kiln.” 

This I give as. an ne hey 
might run their vitrified wall in a e 
between two turf walls. Tinonng 
A gentleman in Edinburgh, of . 
knowledge and veracity, told me, that his 

father had a brick-kiln built on the dg 
of a pretty ſteep bank; and that while thu 

kiln was burning, a high wind one abt 
increaſed the heat to fuch 'a degree; that 
in the morning great part 8 was 
vitrified, which ran, in a lava, a conſider- 


able way down the hill. 
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 Obſerred near the begin 
haye ſeen in the 


Highlands, many monuments of the 
44 power and. (kill of. F he ancient inha- 


e that copyery.”, N 
4 I cannot help 9 nk thinking, that the ac- 
count I have given vou of the vitrified 
ew, ſufficiently Juſtifies that aſſertion. | 
It muſt have been an arduous taſk, to 


carry fuch prodigious quantities of ma- 


terials to the tops of hills, ſeveral of 


#4: 


which are higher than Arthur s ſeat near 
Edinburgh, and much worſe to aſcend, 


2 
- * 
4 


* 


It has been alledged, that many of the 


„ „ # 


nobility and gentry of Scotland com- 
plained, either openly, or ſecretly, of 
the great hardihip of being obliged to 
carry up materials, to fortify the hill of 
Dunſinan, in the-time of Macbeth; and 


2 Macduff s 
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hee ee eee b dr! tone 
Ne mon: 2 Joalt. arb ET 


** 1 


ture among the Nene. i erer eher ws 
reſpect, Dunfinan is Nn N che lame 5 
as one of the fortified hills, | 72 8 wo. 


It is a hill of the ſame fi figure, firdation, 
and height ; 1 and the ruins ſurround dhe | 
outer. verge of the level area on the ur: 
mit, like Knockfarril, cc. n e 

The level area within the — 
ruins at Dunſinan, is now green grals, 
without the leaſt appearance of there 57 
ing been any buildings, unleſs they were 
creel-houſes, fuch as are now uſed” in 
many parts of the Highlands. 1 0 wh ' 
It is not improbable, that M cbeth 
might take the hint, from ſome of the 
hills Jam writing about, to erm Dun 


nan. 


* 
125271 
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nw is on doing bara nie 10 — 
our ee erg "_— ian besglän 
Dunſinan is ſituate on the 
ſouth ade of the pI Ns "of 
Strathmore, ; the view h it 
mands to the ſoutthe eſt, and nor 

farther than the eye can reach ; ; "ide he 
view northward. is only terminated. by 
the Highland hills, which are . = 
at a conſiderable diſtance. _ 
The beauty and n of a no- 
ble ſituation, our great. Shakeſpeare. ſuffi- 
ciently points out in his tragedy, of 
Macbeth, by ſetting che tyrant. to work, 
in time of danger, to fortify himſelf in a 
place he judged from its ſituation im- 
pregnable ; by placing his people continu- 
ally on the look-out, and at laſt diſcover- 
ing Malcolm's army carrying green 
——— vrhich they took to be the 
vood of Birnham moving towards 
Dunſinan, to the great aſtoniſhment 
of the tyrant. | 
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valley, about — "meaſured 
miles diſtant; and che Whole ſpuer be- 
tween, is a level; beautiful commry; 
which may help to give an idea, "WAGES 5 
charming e * gil altogether 
commands, ” 791 $229 > 1 
If it was ſo affen a e in 10 he of 
an age as e to carry up n ate 
rials to fortify the ſummit of Dufiſinan, 
when we may ſuppoſe Scotland increaſed 
in population, and improved in the wiſe 
of carriages, & c. how difficult then muſt 
it have been, to carry up, I think I may 
ſay, twenty times the quantity of mate- 
rials, to the top of Knockfarril, &c.Þ + - 
I think twenty times as much a mo- | 
derate computation, when we include the 
Prodigious quantity of fuel they muſt 
uſe, . and confider what little room the 
inveectuls would run into when vitrified; | 
and that there is now, if I remember 
well, five or ſix times as much ruins on 


Knockfarril, as on Dunſinan. Fee, 
| So 


Highlands; phich,] hang the ſorupe wo, 


Leit Thad fork, 
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gular and extraordinary „chat bbelbes 
any of:us;would nom becat a ſtandg b 
know-how to ſet aboun-ſuch:a work, .. 

L obſerved . 21 the 
el dime 


PM this. candy which. 4 
ſuppoſe was introduced by the: | 
And, in myiopinion, ig | 
of this practice, is 2 Proof bf che 
and ſkill of choſe who practiſed it; elpe⸗ 


co" when we confider, chat the High- 
nds do nbt abound in any hi 


nous ſubſtances, en en | 


nn of lime for a 22:07 2225 
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5 chat after viewing many of cheſe 
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Highlands, eee the fortified hills} 
and added ſoine hints of my ow Whielg 


N a. FER 8 Ft gave vou all the 
„ traditions I could pick up in be 


ſeemed to favour thoſe traditioas; in 


which Tam not vertain, that En not 
tog warm, as if I was poſiti te thoſe th 
ditions were perfectly ſatis factory. I 


leave, in this letter, twaſſure you ant 


more I look at, and conſider theſe ſur- 
priſing ruins, the more I am inelined xo; . 


imagine, they belong to a period much 


earlier than what is aſſigned to Fingal-. 
Indeed, Sir, I will very frankly. on, 


forts over and over; after 


converſing much, and writing acdaidy-lets | 
ters concerning them, I am this ininute 


as far from my purpoſe, with regard to 


— 
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chakt; hiſtory, as che moment 1 ar che 
faaſtiof chem 1 », 
Fingal being the 0 e now |; 
in the traditional ſongs of the bards, and 
the Highlanders ſeeing theſe ruins ſo very 
extraordinary, might give them to him, 
without any e for ugh a but 
mere conjecture. 1 n 3 
When 1 wrote. md letter ee 
8 choſs traditions, they. ſeemed to carry 
air of likelihood, nor do I yet think — ö 
improbable ; but when I conſider the 
matter more impartially, I do-not ſee why 
the numerous ruins of dry ſtone round 
buildings, ſo frequently ſeen in the North 
and Highlands, ſhould not be ee to | 
Fingal, as well as the vitrified forts,; - - 
Tradition calls theſe dry ſtone: build- 
ings, Pictiſh; and I believe our beſt an- 
tiquaries reckon the Picts and the ancient 
Britons the ſame people. | 
I have been often a. little anda rite 
I firſt ſaw the ruins of the vitrified forts, 
that I could never hear any: thing quite 


ſutiafactory! concerning chem. So that 
. | after 


afterall the pains I have taken to inform 
myſelf, I am obliged at laſt: 10 Jeave - 
them juſt as I found them. 

It is a great loſs to the iſto of: aha 
northern parts of this iſland, - that there 
are no records of any thing that was 
done a very few hundred years ago, but 
the ſongs of the bards; and we > n 


fet ; and that in times of Moe cala; 


ties, or of great revolutions, the Ws of” 
thoſe ſongs would be loſt. 

There are great numbers of ruin „ 
the dry ſtone round buildings, in many 
parts of the Highlands, which, as 1 
obſerved before, are commonly called 
Pictiſh. I believe it is now as difficult to 
determine, to what people theſe belonged, 
as the vitrified forts; yet chere are ſome 
of them almoſt entire to this day. 41 
have ſeen many of them ſo entire, chat 


1 could eaſily judge what they had been. 


When I faw the firſt of theſe dry ſtone 


conick buildings, I imagined chem much 


more modern than che vi itrified forts; 
| and 


% 
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and ho tradition of their inn; Pictiſh, 
confirmed me in that opinion; but when 


I confider the matter more deliberately, | 
I can give no good: en for chat upper 


ſition. | 98 

They diſcover, inde 6 * greater Wee 
of bodily ſtrength, and ruſtic hardineſs, 
than of art and ſkill ; but this may ap- 
pear, at firſt ſight, a proof of their great 


antiquity ; at ſame. time it muſt be own- 
ed, that all nations and countries have 
undergone great . revolutions in Know- 


ledge, and cultivation of the arts. 


The chief point of {kill I can — 4 
in theſe buildings, is their circular and 
conick figure, which certainly is the 


ſtrongeſt for dry ſtone buildings. 
Theſe dry ſtone conick buildings, were 


raiſed with very large, and very good 


ſtones—if they could get them; but 
they always uſed the ſtones as they 
found them. There is no mark of a 550 
on any of them. However, they certain- 
: In were at pains to get very = ſtones. 
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if idle or greedy hands had not th 
| them down, for the ſake of the ſtones. 
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I Bave an We of dem which had - * 
been built with good, hard, flat-bedded —Þ 
ſtones, and ſquare at the edges, that are 
in part entire to this day; and T imagine 7 
would have been altogether entire, and 
continued ſo perhaps to the end of time, N 


By. 


The ſtones are not in the leaſt decayed 


in ſome of theſe, but are as freſh and 


1 


good as the day they were buiſt. 


There is one of theſe in Roſs-ſhire, = Te 
bout three miles above Ardmore, on the 


fouth fide the frith of Dornock, that was 


built with ſtones ſo very: good, that they 


are not in the leaſt hurt by time. This 


conick building was half entire when 1 | 


ſaw it; that is, the lower half of the cone 
was ſtanding : And I was told, that 4 


modern Goth pulled down the moſt * 
the upper half, to repair a miln dam; 
the fate of another famous ancient ſrue- 
ture, a few years ago, farther ſouth. 


Theſe conick dry ſtone buildings were . 


not all of a ſize. As far as I can remem- 
ber, 3 
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ber, che area of the rej e ro 
within walls, is from thirty to forty fet 
diameter. They were all certainly built 
of dry ſtone, without any kind of ce- 
ment or mixture, as is now evidently | 
ſeen by many of them i x part ſtanding. * 
They have generally very large ſtones 
at and near the foundation; always 
broad bedded, which would not be —_ 
drawn out by their enemies. 
They had only: « one low door to enter 
theſe conick forts. TY 5 | 
There is one thing I anf not en a 
to remark; that in all theſe ru 
buildings, they had a cavity on the 
8 ground, running quite round in the heart 
of the wall. This cavity was about five 
feet high, narrower above than below, 
which was covered above with broad 
ſtrong ſtones, and the wall carried ſold 
froth the roof of the cave to. the 1 5 of 
the building. EN : 
Theſe buildings were raiſed niet in 
form of a ſugar-loaf; with a little open- 
ing above, to let down light to the area 
f below. 


: » 
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below. I imagine that the circular 
ty 3 in che bottom of the wall, was their 
only keeping- place for proviſions, Kc. 
They made their fire in the middle of the 
area, and fat and lay round it, as they 

do {till in other ſorts of houſes in ſome 


parts of the Hi ghlands ; ; and the hole in 5 


the top ſerved to let out the finoke, as 5 
well as to let down light. 
Theſe may ſeem to people i in che * : 
ern parts of the iſland, exceeding ruſtic 
buildings, either for ſtrength or habitati- 

on; and it muſt be owned they are ſo 
now, but I queſtion if there were any | 
better in the moſt improved parts of me ; 
Hland when theſe were built. ET 
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1 7 9 ” be- ho 15 28 ITE 
TN my laſt L began. to give you ſome 


Jt buildings, the: ruins, of which are 
very numerous in many parts of the High 


lands, and North; and will endeavour, 3 in | 
this, letter, to finiſh) my remarks of - this 


{pogies of antique remains. een gfe 


In ſome places there never was any 


— buildings belonging to this ſpecies 
of ruins, but only the bare cone; but! in 
other places, there have been two,. and 


three circular ſtone buildings, ſurround- 
ing the round pyramid. Theſe were a- 


bout five or fix paces diſtant from each 
other, and the inmoſt the ſame diſtance 
from the ſugar-loaf, which they entifely | 


incloſed. 
I cannot tell to what height theſe outer 


2 were raiſed, as 1 never faw any of 


them 


account of the ancient dry ſtone cir- 


— - 
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cone: 
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them entire, though I ſaw many' of hem 
in ruins; but they did mot ſeem to me 
| to have been very high 3,10. that the 
round pyramid, which was always bigh 
in proportion to the diameter of the circle | 
at the baſe, would tower eminently in 
the midſt of the other nnen ay wn de 
a a conſpicuous figure from afar. ' 
"Theſe outer circles, oY have - 
been pretty high and wide, as may now 
be judged by the ruins, which art conſi- 
derably bulky ; ; and they were every. 
where arched, or hollowed with ruſtic 
cavities quite round, exactly ſuch as thoſe 
I deſcribed in the bottom of the wen of 
the conick . 
Where theſe additional circles are 
found, the ruins ſpread out to a conſi- 
derable extent, but the bare cone could 
not contain many people; however, it 
was pretty ſtrong, to an enemy who had 
nothing but his bow and arrows in his 
—_— py TY 
The great number of theſe anczent 
ruins, Talliciently compenſates | for the 
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ſmallneſs ” 


2 


4 iba imagine one reaſon for their be- 
ing ſo near other, in ſuch places, is 
e. 80 the u 


both ſides the Moray th 3 femoral 


it appear very probable they. were ſo in- 


 rendedj.to;beable, by ſome ſignal, to give 
the alarm to one another, in caſe of an | 


inxaſion;.or 8 en on 2 
part of the coaſ. 


Though theſe. 3 S herp fight of al 
other all round the coaſts of the Moray _ 
frith, they are moſt numerous in Such er- 


land and Caithneſs. A 


r ee 
other in ſome places acroſs the country, 


from ſea to ſea, in dhe North Highlands. 
This J can not aſce 


All I can ſay to _ 18, pra I have en 


2 ³˙ „ 


many of them far from the ſea, in ſeve- 
ral glens in the North Highlands; and 
have ſeen them ſo numerous on ſeveral 
| —cT. - . * an 


— 


les of theix Kae An ome 
* A- oaſts of SZutl e lane 4 
. mile ee, 0 a 


mix 1 Pp 
hg aa 1 — theſe 


ts Era fs n 
. 


parts of the weſt 0 chat 1 . 
ſuaded they keep ſight of 1 aer 
there, as well as on bioth wap es che M 
wy frith. eee 1 72 LEI i BETA 14 L OY En * 

1 am not certain if the vitrifi 


* 
2 45 


1 fight of each other, or not; 8 — 


they ſurround the coaſts, as the dry ſtone 
conick buildings do; and it would take 
more time than I; can ſpare, to ſearen 
them out, ſo as to be able to 'afi 
that point. All I can fay at preſent on 
the point, is, chat I could eaſily 8 % 
one at Inverneſs from Knockfarril; 4 5 
could ſee Dun-Evan, in the ſhire of Naim 
from the one near Inverneſs, d d Caſtle- 
r from Dun-E an. 
Theſe four are in fight of the. ſea; ſo 
is that near Fort- William. But T h: ve 
ſeen others a conſiderable diſtance from 
the ſea; ſuch as; the caſtle-hill of Nur, 
ven, in the ſhire of Angus. 
There appears nothing but the amol 
fimplicity of rude arehitecture in the re- 
mains of the dry ſtone ſugar-loaf builds 
ings ; whereas the vitrified forts exhibit 
the effects of great ſkill, and the aceom- 
N | * 
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3 > the fannie! paid of m and = 
nevitab ble, at . of the . 


23 —— elle a of any 
kind of cement in their power, fit to com- 

pact a firm and f6lid building, with well- 

bedded / ruble ſtones, - The circumſtan- 
ces, in the ſituations: of t 
buildings, anſwer che c conjecture exactly. 
Ihe vitrified forts are only found where 
the rock is of the plumpudding kind, 
which is eaſily vitrified ; the conick ſtruc- 
tures are only found, where the ſtones. 
riſe large and ſquare, and broad-bedded, 
but which would not be ſo eaſily vitrified. 
1 forgot be Sir, to acquaint you, 
has I ſaw a peninſulated rock, hanging 
over the ſea, on the fide of a pretty good 
little natural harbour, leſs than half a 
| | 1 2 mile 
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which had 1 forrif | running a 
vitrified wall acroſs the end run re * . 
next the land; where there remain ſome 

ſtrong nn of the vitrified wall, u 
to be ſeen, ſticking in the earth; and 
there are ſome very obſcure ruins of ſtone 
and lime work, which appear to have 
been very ſtrong. This laſt is within che 
ruins of the vitrified wall; and 1 fuppoſe 
it has been a caſtle of ſtrength, as what ; 
remains of a wall has been very thick; 
and it is only acceſſible at one end, over 
a very narrow iſthmus, where the vitri- 
fied wall had been erected. This is the 
only vitrified ruin I ever ſaw off a hill; 
and this inſtance makes it appear to me 
probable, that this extraordinary method 


of fortification has reached all round the 


coaſt of the Moray frith, and all over the 
North and Highlands of Scotland, in ſuch 
places where they had nothing but the 
plumpudding rock; though perhaps ma» 
ny of the rocks they were built (nes are 
tumbled 3 into the ſea, Fang 
In 


* OW. 


over, aue en re e raiſed Waun 
the vitrified ruins, and . long __ 
fallen to a heap of rubbiſh. Sans 
It is very remarkable, that all mags vi- 
trified ruins I have ſeen, m 
the plumpudding rock. | | 
Ihe rocks at the miln of 3 and 
great part of that neighbourhood, are a 
ſtrong ſpecies of that kind, which the ſea ; 
has excavated into many antic grots, and 
ſubterranean paſſages, There i is one place 
near the harbour at "Troop, | where you 
deſcend a narrow, difficult, almoſt per- 
pendicular th 5. but when Tons have 


ina fine, „ roomy. area, eee. I | 
walls of rock on all ſides, of thirty or 
forty feet high; from which, when the 
tide is out, there is a narrow dark paſ- 
ſage to the ſea, under a hill of five or ſix 
| hundred feet high, This ſubterranean 
paſſage, by degrees, lets i in a little light, 

and by and by opens into a wide ad 
of ſea and Ay. 
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E are partithiarly indebted to 00 6 
or three lucky circumſtances, Tor 
having any remains of theſe remarkable 2 
monuments of antiquity left us. 
The high and remote ſituation of the 
vitrified forts, and great ſize of the ſtones | 
in many of the conick buildings, have | 


preſerved ſome of their ruins down 80 1 


i. #3 


theſe late ages of the world. 
I am confident, hundreds of the ary 
ſtone ſugar-loaf buildings have been 
razed to the foundation. 1 have ſeen 
many places, where all the beſt of the 
ſtones were carried off, for the purpoſe 
of other buildings, ſo that little veſtige 
remained of what they had been. But in 
ſome others, where the ſtones happened 
to be very large, and where we may ſup- 


poſe there never have been any ſtone, 


buildings of any modern kind, chere the 


dry ſtone conick ſtructures are moſt entire. 
The 


N forts were raiſed 3 
to tempo chem to clear away the ruins in 1 


rate the ſoil; and the ruins 
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mory of every thing that has been, ard 3 
blank. I am perſuaded, there is not à 
curious intelligent perſon in” this” iſland, 
who has not ſomething of this kind to 
complain of. This practice diſcovers  _ 
ments are the o and _ glory 
of a neighbourhood.” ) bt et cert ne bo. 
The deſtruction of every monument f 
antiquity, is a public loſs; as ſuch old 1 
ſtructures have an excellent effect on . 
imagination. C 


Fd 


Any: ching 8 or hes 1 
feds. the mind in no commo 
Fancy can reſtore many Sins cen „ | 
relative to ſuch a place, or create a 
thouſand probable ones; and reflection 
will catch at many uſeful hints. og WP 

When we ſee ſuch monuments” f _ 
tiquity before our eyes, we will often 
ſay, Such and ſuch were the people that 
were here in the days of old, and * 
were their great or glorious deeds. Theſt 
were the people that repelled the force $ 
of ſuch and ſuch enemies; that ſaved | 
their country from foreign invaders, 


and e berry: down.” to us cheir 


By r. remains of antiquity, we can off 
trace the progreſs or decline of us ang . 
the æra of any practice or cuſtorn, or 
the time when any particular people or 
community flouriſhed. And theſe mo- 
numents ſerve for ocular remembrancers, 1 
that ſuch people did - flouriſh, + in fuch 
damn or neighbourhooõdes. 

I have now finiſhed all I 0 


troubling you with, concerning the mo 
numents 
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numents of remote antiqui ty, which I 
have taken notice of in the Highlands 
and North of Scotland. I beg leave to 
make my ſincere acknowledgements, for 
the favourable reception the above letters : 
met with from you, — for your opi- 8 2 
nion and advice. | | . 

As I pay great deference to your 7 
perior judgment in theſe matrers, I will 
truſt them to the candour of the public. 

The vitrified forts deſerve to be ex- 
amined by better judges. 

My letters have this merit, that I en- 
deavoured to point out to you, all the 
moſt material circumſtances that occurred 
to me; and I have advanced nothing in 
them, but hat is ſtrictly true. 

It will give me great ſatisfaction, 1 
they prove ſo lucky as to move the cu- 
rioſity of the Learned, to enquire into, 
and examine thoſe remains of antiquity; 
and I hope my letters will, at leaſt, be ſo 
far uſeful to the curious, as to ſerve as 
an index, to point out where ſuch things 
are to be found. 
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Me following LETTER has Been con- 
 muniicated to the AUTHOR, on account of 
its contaming a defeription of one of theſe 
fortified Hills, n it written by Mr 
James Warr Engineer, to Grores 
CLexx-MaAxweLL, Esd; one of the 

Comm ffroners of bis e 5 en, in 
r N 


2232 March 29. 1777. 
Dax si, be Is : | hp: 14 


B SE N C E prevented me [BAS an- 

ſwering your kind letter ſooner. 
The notes, and indeed the obſervations, 
I made upon the fort at Craig- patrick, 
are too flight to furniſh matter for a me- 
moir upon that ſubject; nor is the draw- 
ing correct, as it blew hard, and was ve- 
ry cold upon the hill, which made me 
* che greateſt part, of the work from 
I 3 memory, 


7 


memory, that evening, after [ re 


a rocky hill, about a mile north of In- ; 


1 76 1 We ; 


to Inverneſs. . 
Craig-patrick is a Pe FE Bo 11 Is 


verneſs. It is elevated about 500 feet 8 
above the ſea, and about 150 above the ' 


adjoining part of the hill, There are ſe- | 


veral other higher ſummits in the ſame 


line with it, but conſiderably: diſtant. 


Theſe form the northern boundary at. the 
valley of Neſs ; and there are alſo Hanne : 
northwards from it, but diſtant e a 
mile. 2 
Towards the north-eaſt, che aſcent to 
the ſummit, though ſteep, is ſloping, 0 


graſſy, and ſmooth. The other ſides are 


partly rocky precipices, and very * 
but not intirely inacceſſible. 
The rock of which the mountain con- 


ſiſts, is of a granite ſpecies, but not an | 


uniform ſtone, It is compoſed principal- 
ly of round water-worn pieces of a red 


granite, mixed with pieces of a ſtone 


which I call granulated quartz, which are 


| e of a prejalh colour ; and alſo 


with 


toy 


with pieces of the common quartz. 1 
whole is cemented together, and the'i in- 
terſtices filled up, by a coarſe ſand of the 
red granite.— This rock is externally full 
of fiſſures or natural ee and 
would not be diffict It to quarry. | 
The ſummit i is flat, and of an oblong. 
form; rounded at the corners, about 9o 
yards long, and 30 broad. All round it, 
there is a rampart about four feet high, 
riſing by a gentle ſlope from the inſide, 
but more ſteep to the outſide,.— which 
ſlope is continued downwards for about 
20 feet perpendicular, and is tolerably re- 
gular, except upon the north-eaſt end, 
where, I think, there is ſome interrupti- 
on, and as it were the ruins of the ram- 
part. The bottom of the outſide ſlope 
is ſurrounded with a ſmall} hollow, be- 
yond which there is a kind of ſecond : 
rampart, but more irregular than the 
firſt; and immediately under this ſecond 
one, appears the natural rock. The flat 
place at top, the greateſt part of the ram- 


parts, and che ſlopes, are now covered 
with 


— 


w_ grads: and WY br in many | 
al of AY he are e ce poſed. Theſe 
materials greatly reſemble che cind rs or 
clinkers produced in a lime-kiln, being, ” | 
in ſome parts, a. vitrified ſpongy. n | 
With a gloſly ſurface; and, in other pla- 
ces, when it has been broke into for a 
ſmall, depth, you may. ſee calcined, tho! 
unvitrified, matters mixed in Jarge pieces 
among the ſpongy ſlag. It is evidently 
the native rock, vitrified ; and the granite 
parts ſeem to be the only ones which have 
come into fuſion, and have formed the 
ſlag. : 1 
The ramparts both above and below, 5 ; 
together with the ſlopes, ſeem all to have 
been in fuſion at one time, and now. to 
form one adhering maſs of ſlag, no part 
of which ſeems to have undergone 4 pff 5 

fect or thin fuſion. 

Where the lower rampart touches the 
rock, it ſeems in ſome places to be adhe- 
rent to it, Where the ſurface of the lags 
in the ramparts are uncovered, they are 
rough 


engl and Wee AT many 3 
pieces are ſcattered about upon the ſides 
of the hill. It is ſaid there was once a 


well, where there i is now a hollow place 


within the upper rampart ; but that it 
was filled up, to prevent ſheep _— 
into it. 5 

The country people call it chi Giants 
Caſtle ; but I could hear no tradition 
of its n For my own part, 1 
think it a work of art, probably formed 
by piling up layers of ſtones and wood, 
and ſetting them on fire; but whether | 
for the purpoſe of a fort, or ſome religi- 
ous uſe, I will not take upon me to deter 
mine. I could wiſh that a cut were made 
acroſs it, until they reached the ſolid 
rock. Its ſtructure would then be laid 
open, and ſomething might be diſcovered, 
that might throw light upon the inten- 
tion of the CONRENTISES of ſo e 2 
in, 
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T AM much obliged to you for the ficht 
of your letters concerning the vitrifi- 

ed fortreſſes in che North. I had got So 
merly, from ſome of my friends, forme | 3 
account of extraordi | =. 
which they had ſeen inthe. Highlands; | 
and Mr. James Watt, who ſpent ſome N _— 
time in qurveying a part tt country,  _* 8 
communicated a number of particul wo 
| obſervations which he had made upen 
: one of theſe ruins ; but we were not enk 3 
abled to judge with any certainty, for 


what purpoſes, or in what e theſe — 
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together. 
whin- ſtone, which, for ſome time paſt, 


ſtreets. 


were eie 0 ſome ſuch mani as 


you have imagined. There are, in moſt 


parts of Scotland, different kinds 


ſtone, which can, without much diffi ; 
culty, be melted or ſoftened by fire, to 2 


% 


ſuch a degree, as to make them co 
Such is the grey ſtone, called 


has been carried to London to pave the 
Such alſo is the granite, or 
moor- ſtone, which is applied to the fame | 


uſe, and pieces of which are plainly vi- 


fible in ſome ſpecimens of theſe vitrified 
walls, which I received from my friends, | 
—There are alſo many lime- - ſtones, . 


which, in conſequence of their contain- 


ing certain proportions of ſand and clay, 
are very fuſible: And there is no doubt, 


that ſand-ſtone, and pudden-ſtone, when 


they happen to contain certain proporti- 


ons of iron, mixed with the ſand and 


gravel of which they are ener muſt 
have the ſame quality. ai 
ſtone compoſed of pieces of granite, maſt 


neceſſarily have it. «at e eee 
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theſe kinds of 


Jam, 
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it overgrown Ws 
nd how 
works, got the 
their purpoſes. 


e is abundance of one or 
one in many parts 
Scotland; and as the whole country was 
anciently a foreſt, an b 
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„ | Your obedient humble ſerv ant, 


E DinNBURGH, | 
April 18. 1777- 
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